SAINT CLEMENT’S CHURCH 


2013 APPLETREE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19103 — (215) 563-1876 


CY 


F CLEMEN 


UR LADY O 


THE SHRINE OF O 


VENA 


CONTINUOUS No 


Our Lady uf Clemency, Peay fur Ts. 


In 1943, the Rev'd Franklin Joiner, D.D., Rector of this Parish, estab-— 
lished here the Shrine of Our Lady of Clemency. It was Father Joiner's 
great desire that this Shrine be the gift of the whole parish rather than a 
memorial to one individual. He felt that small contributions from many , 
rather than large sums from a few, would show the sincerity on the part of 
all the faithful to honour the Mother of the Saviour. 


The necessary sum was quickly subscribed and, following Father Joiner's 
suggestions, the Shrine was designed by Wilfred E. Anthony of New York City. 
The wood work was built by the Master Wood Craft Company of New York, with 
Henry E. Beretta as sculptor. 


Many who see the Statue for the first time are impressed by its unusual 
design. Representations of Our Lady traditionally show the earthly role of 
The Blessed Virgin....the Holy Mother holding the Divine Child. ‘The Shrine 
at S. Clement's is patterned upon the Vision of S. John who saw Her as The 
Queen of Heaven - 


"A woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." 
Rev. l2és1 


Shortly after it was erected, the Shrine attracted wide attention and it 
soon became evident that this could be no Parish Shrine, but that it belonged 
to the whole Church. In order to fulfill its need, a Continuous Novena was 
established and announcements giving details of the Shrine and the Novena 
were made in many Church publications. As a result, petitions and inquiries 
began coming in with great regularity. After 37 years, the Novena still con- 
tinues each day following Evensong and before the ringing of The Angelus. 
Petitions still come from all parts of the country and foreign lands. ‘The 
petitions, in many cases, are followed by Novenas of Thanksgiving for favours 
received. 


The designation, "Our Lady of Clemency", is an old alternative to "Our 
Lady of Ransom", the Feast kept on 2hth September. It was chosen because of 
the dedication of the Church to S. Clement, and because it reflects so many 
of the attributes associated with Our lLady....mercy, gentleness, compassion, 
understanding, and other similar qualities. 


Father Joiner, in referring to the Shrine, was always fond of saying - 


"With the sceptre She holds in Her right hand, She points us to 
the Altar where her Son's Sacramental Presence is enshrined. 
Our Lady's one thought is to direct us all to Her Divine Son. 
Her answer to our prayer is always, 'Whatsoever He saith unto 
you, do it'," 


Every evening, following Evensong at 5:30 P.M., prayers of intercession 
and thanksgiving, and public recitation of the Rosary, are offered at the 
Shrine. Normally, these petitions and thanksgivings are offered for nine 
consecutive days, but are continued indefinitely if so requested. 


